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a year out of an estimated 20,000 in the state 
in order to address the problems they created 
and reclaim the surrounding land and water. 
He also helped work on the endless problem 
of underground coal fires, of which at least 29 
subterranean fires still smolder in coal seams 
throughout Colorado. 

Mr. Bucknam’s love of the outdoors, his 
service to his state and community, and his 
work on addressing the legacy of mining activ-
ity are all worthy of recognition. My staff and 
I wish to express our thoughts and wishes to 
his family and coworkers. 
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CELEBRATING THE ACHIEVE-
MENTS OF RICHARD 
‘‘HEATWAVE’’ BERLER 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 10, 2005 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the accomplishments and contribu-
tions of Richard Berler of Laredo, TX. 

Better known as ‘‘Heatwave’’, Mr. Berler is 
the chief meteorologist at KGNS–TV in La-
redo, TX. This past Monday, February 14th, 
Berler, 51, celebrated 25 years of reporting 
and predicting the weather at the station. 

Having started at a time when weather fore-
casts were not considered a serious part of 
the News, Berler has taken his job to a higher 
level and positively affected the local commu-
nity. 

Originally from Westport, Connecticut, Berler 
was first attracted to Laredo for its unique cli-
mate. Having always studied climate patterns 
for a hobby, Berler found it fascinating when 
he learnt about Laredo hitting 100 degrees as 
early as the month of February. Laredo is 
unique for its semiarid and subtropical climate, 
and it occasionally gets hot dry air from the 
Mexican Plateau. 

After attending college at Florida State Uni-
versity and then working for a small station in 
Minnesota, Berler found an opening at KGNS 
in Laredo and jumped at the opportunity. Al-
most immediately after working, Berler be-
came a meteorologist, taking his own atmos-
pheric readings before every newscast to im-
prove the accuracy of his predictions. He 
quickly acquired the name ‘‘Heatwave’’ for his 
enthusiasm and commitment to the weather 
news. In his 25 years, he has witnessed and 
reported record highs of 103 °F in February, 
105 °F in March, and 110 °F in April. 

Mr. Speaker, Heatwave has become an icon 
as far as the weather is concerned and people 
look up to him in the community. I thank him 
for his contributions, and congratulate him on 
his 25th anniversary at KGNS. 
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RECOGNIZING THE ‘‘TOWARD A 
SUSTAINABLE BRONX’’ 2004 CON-
FERENCE 

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 10, 2005 

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge the efforts of a number of Bronx- 
based organizations to organize a major en-

ergy and environmental symposium in the 
Bronx. This event, sponsored by the Center 
for Sustainable Energy at Bronx Community 
College and the Bronx Initiative for Energy 
and the Environment at The Bronx Overall 
Economic Development Corporation, will 
broaden the audience for, and awareness of, 
renewable and alternative energy tech-
nologies. 

For many years, the South Bronx has suf-
fered from high levels of pollution, which have 
led to public health problems in the area. For 
instance, asthma rates among children are 
250 percent higher than in the rest of New 
York City. The South Bronx can benefit greatly 
from the use of energy-efficient and clean fuel 
technologies. Many businesses, developers, 
and other stakeholders, however, are unaware 
of both what they can do and where they can 
go to find these tools. This symposium will an-
swer those questions, and help make the 
South Bronx a healthier and more environ-
mentally sound place to live. 

Mr. Speaker, the importance of this con-
ference cannot be understated. This con-
ference is an opportunity to promote tech-
nologies that can improve the energy effi-
ciency of our buildings, prepare our students 
for the workforce through education and train-
ing, and promote practices that will help to 
strengthen our economy. I am confident that 
this conference will lead to greater community 
participation in efforts to improve the quality of 
life in the Bronx. 

I would like to thank the President of Bronx 
Community College, Dr. Carolyn Grubbs Wil-
liams for her leadership on these issues. I also 
congratulate the Center for Sustainable En-
ergy, the Bronx Initiative for Energy and the 
Environment, and the Bronx River Research 
Group for their efforts in making this con-
ference a reality. Lastly, I would like to thank 
the many other partnership organizations in-
volved in the project, including: Rebuild Amer-
ica program at the U.S. Department of Energy, 
New York Power Authority, New York State 
Energy Research & Development Authority, 
New York City Energy $mart Communities, 
and several Bronx-based businesses. 

I hope my colleagues will join me in con-
gratulating all the parties involved for their 
dedication to these important environmental 
and public health issues, and in wishing them 
continued success in the years to come. 
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A TRIBUTE TO STEPHANIE ARNO 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 10, 2005 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor of 
Stephanie Arno for her commitment to public 
service and her church. 

Stephanie is one of five children born and 
reared in the East New York neighborhood of 
Brooklyn. She was educated in the New York 
City public schools. She obtained her Bachelor 
of Arts in Political Science from the University 
Center of New York at Binghamton and her 
Master of Arts in Political Science from Brook-
lyn College. 

Employed with the New York City Depart-
ment of Probation for the past 16 years, 
Stephanie began her career as a Probation 
Officer Trainee in the Kings Adult Investigation 

Unit. She rose through the ranks to become 
Borough Director of her present assignment, 
Manhattan Alternative to Detention (MATD), 
Family Court Division. 

In 2002, one of Stephanie’s noteworthy ac-
complishments is being the first President and 
founding member of the New York City Proba-
tion Guardians Association, Inc. In 2004, 
Stephanie was re-elected as President of the 
New York City Probation Guardians Associa-
tion, Inc. The Probation Guardians Associa-
tion, Inc. is a fraternal association for all Afri-
can-Americans employed in NYC’s Probation 
Department. 

A member of the Greater Allen Cathedral of 
New York, AME, her favorite scripture is from 
Isaiah 54:2–3, ‘‘Enlarge the place of your tent, 
stretch your tent curtains wide, do not hold 
back; lengthen your cords; strengthen your 
stakes. For you will spread out to the right and 
to the left; your descendants will dispossess 
nations and settle in their desolate cities’’. 
[NIV] 

The legacy of Stephanie Arno is to be 
known as someone who understands that 
every child who proclaims to be a ‘‘hard rock’’ 
is actually a gem so let us mine our future 
with delicate hands. 

Mr. Speaker, Stephanie Arno has dedicated 
her professional career to public service 
through her work in the criminal justice sys-
tem. As such, she is more than worthy of re-
ceiving our recognition today and I urge my 
colleagues to join me in honoring this truly re-
markable person. 
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TRIBUTE TO CEDARS-SINAI 
MEDICAL CENTER 

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 10, 2005 

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to Cedars-Sinai Medical Center—one of 
the premier hospitals in the world—for pro-
viding the highest quality of health care to 
hundreds of thousands of people, for its inno-
vative medical research and for its dedicated 
work in supporting, housing and developing 
the Louis Warschaw Prostate Cancer Center. 

Cedars is one of the largest non-profit aca-
demic medical centers in the Western United 
States. It has more than 1,800 physicians in 
all medical specialties, more than 8,000 em-
ployees and 200 volunteers. The physicians 
are leaders in basic and clinical research. 
They teach over 245 residents and fellows in 
60 graduate medical education programs. 

For the fifth straight two-year period, Ce-
dars-Sinai has been named Southern Califor-
nia’s gold standard in health care. In National 
Research Corporation’s 2004 Healthcare Mar-
ket Guide survey, Los Angeles area residents 
named Cedars-Sinai the ‘‘Most Preferred Hos-
pital for All Health Needs.’’ Cedars-Sinai is 
internationally renowned for its diagnostics 
and treatment capabilities and its broad spec-
trum of programs and breakthroughs in bio-
medical research and superlative medical edu-
cation. It ranks among the top 10 non-univer-
sity hospitals in the nation for its research ac-
tivities. 

The Warschaw family, one of Los Angeles’ 
most prominent, turned to Cedars-Sinai to es-
tablish the Louis Warschaw Prostate Cancer 
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Center with the mission of advancing the fight 
against prostate cancer. They did this in honor 
of their beloved husband and father, Louis 
Warschaw, who died from this disease. 

Prostate cancer is the most commonly diag-
nosed non-skin cancer in the United States. 
One in six American men will develop prostate 
cancer in the course of his lifetime. Each year 
more than 220,000 men are diagnosed with 
prostate cancer and about 28,000 die from the 
disease. It is the second leading cause of can-
cer death in men and requires the heavy fire-
power that Cedars-Sinai can muster. 

Patients at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center and 
the Louis Warschaw Prostate Cancer Center 
receive the best medical care possible and ac-
cess to emerging therapies through its re-
search programs. These programs rely on in-
tegrated prostate cancer clinical trials and a 
research lab that supports pre-clinical and clin-
ical drug studies. In addition to receiving the 
most technologically advanced care, patients 
take comfort in knowing that experts from a 
range of disciplines work together to optimize 
their treatment. 

The Louis Warschaw Prostate Cancer Cen-
ter’s medical ontologists and urologists are na-
tionally recognized experts in prostate cancer. 
They include: Dr. Stuart Holden, Medical Di-
rector for the Center; Dr. David B. Agus, Re-
search Director; Dr. Mitchell E. Gross, Assist-
ant Research Director and Dr. Christopher Nu, 
Urologic Surgeon. They collaborate with other 
leading specialists throughout the country, ex-
changing research and clinical insights and 
have helped the Center earn its stellar reputa-
tion. 

Cedars-Sinai’s multi-faceted team of med-
ical professionals combat the threat of cancer 
by bringing together experts in surgery, radi-
ology, radiation therapy, oncology and pathol-
ogy. The Louis Warschaw Prostate Cancer 
Center, the Samuel Oschin Comprehensive 
Cancer Institute, the Women’s Cancer Re-
search Institute, the Maxine Dunitz 
Neurosurgical Institute, the Saul and Joyce 
Brandman Breast Center, the Gene Thera-
peutics Research Institute, and the divisions of 
the Medical, Surgical, Gynecologic, and Pedi-
atric Oncology, all work together with clinical 
departments across specialties that include 
medicine, surgery, genetics, gynecology, pedi-
atrics, psychiatry, imaging, radiation therapy, 
pathology, and the Cedars-Sinai Outpatient 
Cancer Center. The results of this high level of 
coordination and cooperation have made Ce-
dars-Sinai into the incredible institute it is 
today. I am proud that Cedars is located in 
Los Angeles and I am thankful for the great 
work it does. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my distinguished col-
leagues to join me in saluting the Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center, and the Warschaw family for 
founding the Louis Warschaw Prostate Cancer 
Center—one of the Nation’s leading research 
and prostate cancer treatment facilities. 
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IN COMMEMORATION OF TIBETAN 
UPRISING DAY 

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 10, 2005 

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
join with my colleagues and Tibetan commu-

nities around the world to commemorate Ti-
betan Uprising Day, and to draw attention to 
the continued serious human rights abuses 
committed by the People’s Republic of China. 

On March 10, 1959, in reaction to rumors 
that the Chinese were planning to kill or kid-
nap the Dalai Lama, thousands of Tibetan ref-
ugees courageously surrounded the Dalai 
Lama’s compound and began calling for the 
Chinese to leave Tibet. This marked the be-
ginning of the ‘‘Lhasa Uprising.’’ On March 17, 
1959, fearing that Chinese troops would mas-
sacre the thousands of refugees who were re-
fusing orders to disperse, the Dalai Lama dis-
guised himself and took flight to India. Forty- 
eight hours later, believing the Dalai Lama 
was still inside, Chinese troops began shelling 
his compound and other targets in Lhasa, kill-
ing thousands of mostly unarmed civilians. 
Chinese statistics estimate that 87,000 Tibet-
ans from all parts of Tibet were killed, ar-
rested, or deported to labor camps during the 
1959 Uprising. Only a small number of the 
thousands who fled to India survived Chinese 
military attacks, malnutrition, cold and disease. 

Over the past 46 years, Tibetans inside 
Tibet and in exile around the world have 
bravely fought against tremendous odds to 
preserve their religious identity, culture, and 
history. It is estimated that 1.5 million Tibetans 
have died as a result of Chinese occupation 
since 1949 and 6000 monasteries, temples, 
and other cultural buildings were destroyed. 
And today, Tibetans, including monks and 
nuns, are continually persecuted for practicing 
their religion, and voicing their support for His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama. In fact, five Tibetan 
monks were jailed by Chinese authorities in 
February of this year for allegedly publishing 
politically sensitive poems, and were given 
sentences of two to three years. 

The U.S. government has continually sup-
ported Tibetan self-determination, and I am 
proud of the dedication of the U.S. Congress 
to drawing attention to the gross human rights 
abuses committed by the People’s Republic of 
China against the Tibetan people. We must 
continue to support the dialogue between His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama and the government 
of China, and remain committed to a peaceful 
resolution to this tragic conflict, keeping in 
mind our shared values of freedom of religion, 
freedom of speech, and freedom from tyranny. 

I commend to you the statement written by 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama in commemora-
tion of Tibetan Uprising Day, and I am hon-
ored to submit the statement in its entirety for 
the RECORD. 
THE STATEMENT OF HIS HOLINESS THE DALAI 

LAMA ON THE 46TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE TI-
BETAN NATIONAL UPRISING DAY 
On the occasion of the 46th anniversary of 

the Tibetan People’s Uprising, I convey my 
warm greetings to my fellow Tibetans in 
Tibet and in exile and to our friends around 
the world. 

During these more than four decades great 
changes have taken place in Tibet. There has 
been a great deal of economic progress along 
with development in infrastructure. The 
Golmud-Lhasa railway link that is being 
built is a case in point. However, during the 
same period much has been written by inde-
pendent journalists and travelers to Tibet 
about the real situation in Tibet and not 
what they have been shown. Most of them 
portray a very different picture than what 
the Chinese government claims, clearly 
criticizing China about the lack of human 
rights, religious freedom and self-rule in 

Tibet. What has actually happened and is 
still happening is that since the establish-
ment of the Tibet Autonomous Region the 
real authority has been solely held by Chi-
nese leaders. As for the Tibetan people, they 
have been facing suspicions and growing re-
strictions. The lack of true ethnic equality 
and harmony based on trust, and the absence 
of genuine stability in Tibet clearly shows 
that things are not well in Tibet and that ba-
sically there is a problem. 

Prominent and respected Tibetan leaders 
in Tibet have spoken out on this from time 
to time and even suffered because of their 
courageous acts. In the early 1960s, the late 
Panchen Lama outlined the sufferings and 
aspirations of the Tibetan people in his peti-
tion to the Chinese leaders. Baba Phuntsok 
Wangyal, one of the foremost Tibetan com-
munist leaders, in his recent biography pub-
lished in English dwells at length on the 
need to meet the interests of the Tibetan 
people. In fact, it is clear that most senior 
Tibetan officials in Tibet deep in their 
hearts are extremely dissatisfied. 

This year the Chinese government will 
mark the 40th anniversary of the establish-
ment of the Tibet Autonomous Region. 
There will be much fanfare and many com-
memorative events to celebrate the occasion 
but these will be meaningless when they do 
not reflect the ground realities. For example, 
the Great Leap Forward and the Cultural 
Revolution were celebrated with great pomp 
as real achievements at the time they took 
place. 

China has made tremendous economic 
progress during the past more than two dec-
ades. China today is not what it was twenty 
or thirty years ago. Much has changed in 
China. As a result she has become a major 
player in the world and China rightly de-
serves this position. It is a big nation with a 
huge population and a rich and ancient civ-
ilization. However, China’s image is tar-
nished by her human rights records, undemo-
cratic actions, the lack of the rule of law and 
the unequal implementation of autonomy 
rights regarding minorities, including the 
Tibetans. All these are a cause for more sus-
picion and distrust from the outside world. 
Internally, they are an obstacle to unity and 
stability that are of utmost importance to 
the leaders of the People’s Republic of China. 
In my view, it is important that as China be-
comes a powerful and respectable nation she 
should be able to adopt a reasonable policy 
with confidence. 

The world in general, of which China is a 
part, is changing for the better. In recent 
times there is definitely a greater awareness 
and appreciation for peace, non-violence, de-
mocracy, justice and environmental protec-
tion. The recent unprecedented response 
from governments and individuals across the 
world to the tsunami disaster victims reaf-
firms that the world is truly interdependent 
and the importance of universal responsi-
bility. 

My involvement in the affairs of Tibet is 
not for the purpose of claiming certain per-
sonal rights or political position for myself 
not attempting to stake claims for the Ti-
betan administration in exile. In 1992 in a 
formal announcement I stated clearly that 
when we return to Tibet with a certain de-
gree of freedom I will not hold any office in 
the Tibetan government or any other polit-
ical position and that the present Tibetan 
administration in exile will be dissolved. 
Moreover, the Tibetans working in Tibet 
should carry on the main responsibility of 
administering Tibet. 

I once again want to reassure the Chinese 
authorities that as long as I am responsible 
for the affairs of Tibet we remain fully com-
mitted to the Middle Way Approach of not 
seeking independence for Tibet and are will-
ing to remain within the People’s Republic 
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